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Phonics and Reading Schemes used at Moor First 

 ‘Together we unlock potential and learn for life’ 
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Phonics 
 
At Moor First School, we believe that the teaching of phonics is fundamental 
to the development of early reading skills. In line with the National Curriculum 
(2014) and the revised core criteria expectations (April 2021), every child will 
be taught phonics in a synthetic, systematic way, in order to help them read, 
write and spell.  
 
Regarding the frequency of phonics provision, EYFS children begin their 
phonics learning through daily 10 minute focussed lessons. Gradually this 
builds to an hour a day taught both directly and discretely through continuous 
provision. All children in year 1-4 will receive daily 20 minute phonics lesson 
that is appropriate for their level and ability. Those children who are secure at 
level 6 will then access Twinkl spellings.   
 

Twinkl Phonics takes the children in carefully sequenced, incremental steps 
and teaches them the 44 phonemes in the English language. These include 
the 26 letters of the alphabet plus consonant sounds such as /sh/ and /ng/ 
and long vowel sounds such as /ee/ and /igh/. Each phoneme is introduced 
systematically and at a fast pace. When learning the first 44 phonemes, 
children should be introduced to around four new sounds per week, revisiting 
and practicing taught phonemes daily to ensure secure understanding and 
rapid recall. 

The Twinkl Phonics scheme provides a variety of support scaffolds to aid 
children’s learning of the first 44 GPCs, including stories, mnemonics (pictures 
that create a visual link to the GPC), actions, letter formation rhymes and 
songs. Making many links through visual, auditory and kinaesthetic stimuli 
helps children to access and secure this learning. 

Twinkl Phonics teaches children: 
 Letters are symbols (spellings) that represent sounds. 
 Each sound may be represented (spelled) by a 1, 2, 3 or 4-letter   

    spelling. 
 The same sound can be spelled in more than one way (goat, slow,  

     note, toe, over). 
 Many spellings represent more than one sound (ea in read and bread). 
 Common exception words, also known as ‘tricky words’. 
 Letter formation, including capital letters, is embedded from level 2. 

 

The following skills are taught throughout the Twinkl Phonics program: 
 Blending – the ability to push sounds together to build words (c-a-t =  

     cat) 
 Segmenting – the ability to pull apart the individual sounds in words  

    (pig = p-i-g) 
 Phoneme manipulation – the ability to insert sounds into words and  

    delete sounds out of words. This skill is necessary to test out  
    alternatives for spellings that represent more than one sound. 
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It is important to note that speed and accuracy need to be achieved for all 
three of the above skills in order for children to become automatic. 

Through using Twinkl phonics, children will be assessed and assigned a 
phonics level in September that matches their phonetic ability. These groups 
will be regularly monitored and children can move within groups should they 
need to. The Twinkl phonics level correlate to year groups as follows:  

Level 1 Nursery/Pre-School  

Level 2 Reception/Secure at level 1 

Level 3 Reception/Secure at level 2 

Level 4 Reception/Secure at level 3 

Level 5 Year 1/Secure at level 4 

Level 6 Year 2/Secure at level 5 

 
It is important to note however that some children may be working within a 
level that corresponds to a differing year group than their own. This is to 
ensure that children are being equipped with a phonics lesson that is tailored 
to their needs and allows them to make expected progress. It ensures that 
phonics gaps are closed. Parents are informed of their child’s phonics level 
and any changes throughout the year.  
 
All these phonics sessions are differentiated to ensure stretch and challenge 
as well as intervention support. 
 
Nursery/Reception 
 
From Nursery to Reception, we follow ‘Twinkl Phonics’ to learn our sounds 
alongside ‘Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle’ for letter formation.  
 
 
Level 1  
This stage falls within communication and language. It contains seven 
aspects and three strands. 
 
Aspect 1 – General sound discrimination- environmental sounds. 
Aspect 2 - General sound discrimination- instrumental sounds. 
Aspect 3 - General sound discrimination- Body percussion. 
Aspect 4 - Rhythm and rhyme. 
Aspect 5 – Alliteration. 
Aspect 6 – Voice sounds. 
Aspect 7 – Oral blending and segmenting. 
 
Strand 1 – Tuning into sounds 
Strand 2 – Listening and remembering sounds. 
Strand 3 – Talking about sounds. 
 
 
 
Level 2 
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 Learn at least 19 letters and move on from oral blending and 
segmenting. 

 Reading two-syllable words and simple captions (CVC words) 

 High frequency words: I, no, go, to, the  
 

Children follow the Squiggle whilst you Wiggle scheme to mark make and 
practise letter formation. 
 
Teaching order: 
 
Week 1: s, a, t, p 
Week 2: I, n, m, d 
Week 3: g, o, c, k 
Week 4: ck, e, u, r 
Week 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 
Week 6: Level 2 Revision 
 
Level 3 

 Learn letter names 

 Read more tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, they, are, 
all, here.  

 
Week 1: j, v, w, x 
Week 2: y, z, zz, qu, ch 
 

 Graphemes (weeks 3/4/5/6/7): sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, 
ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er.  

Week 8: Recap sounds from weeks 1-4 
Week 9: Recap sounds from weeks 5-7 
Week 10: Trigraphs and consonant digraphs 
Week 11: Letter sounds and vowel digraphs 
Week 12: Level 3 revision 
Much of phonics learning at this stage is learnt through songs, play and 
actions. 
 
Level 4 
 

 Read more tricky words: said, so, have, like, come, some, were, there, 
little, one, do, when, out, what 

 
Week 1: CVCC Words 
Week 2: CCVC Words 
Week 3: Adjacent consonants 
Week 4: Polysyllabic words 
 
 
 
 
 
Levels 5 – 6  
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Children learning within levels 5 and 6 are introduced to alternative sounds, 
split digraphs, suffixes, prefixes and homophones. See attached appendix for 
full teaching order and coverage of levels.  
 
 
Additional schemes for intervention 
 
In addition to these two phonics schemes, the following may be used: 
 

 Phonics Play 

 When Phonics is Not Enough 

 Geraldine the Giraffe phonics (You tube) 
 
 

 

For further information, please visit: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-
english-programmes-of-study 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-
programme/contact-details-for-the-validated-systematic-synthetic-phonics-
ssp-programmes 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-phonics/level-2-twinkl-phonics 
 
 
 
 Reading 
 
At Moor First, we want to ensure that children enter the adult world as fluent 
readers who read for pleasure. We therefore work hard to provide children 
with a breadth of reading opportunities through a systematic reading scheme; 
which encourages reading for pleasure. 
 

 
Reading Schemes 
 
We ensure that our reading schemes from Nursery and upwards, encourage 
children to apply the new phonological knowledge they have gained by 
providing them with decodable home reading books until reading fluency is 
attained. Alongside these phonetic schemes, we provide children with a wide 
range of appropriately levelled real books to ensure children develop a great 
love of reading and have an opportunity to embed the application of key 
reading skills. We also provide library sessions for children to choose a book 
for pleasure each week. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme/contact-details-for-the-validated-systematic-synthetic-phonics-ssp-programmes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme/contact-details-for-the-validated-systematic-synthetic-phonics-ssp-programmes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme/contact-details-for-the-validated-systematic-synthetic-phonics-ssp-programmes
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-phonics/level-2-twinkl-phonics


 

Page 6 of 15   

The reading books within our school are banded into either phonics stages or 
coloured reading bands, which relate to relevant reading ages. Within these 
bands, we use the following reading schemes: 
 

 Rigby Rocket 

 Oxford Reading Tree 

 Storyworld 

 Ginn Pocket Books 

 Tree Tops 

 Raintree 

 Pandora Books 

 Floppy Phonics 

 Songbirds 

 Oxford Owl 

 Collins Big Cat phonics 

 Rapid Readers – Guided reading 

 Twinkl Phonics – Rhino Readers 
 

 
In addition to these, we also use the following for reading: 
 

 Oxford Owl (Website)  
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 Epic app 

 Twinkl comprehensions and guided reading 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/ 

 Classroom secrets comprehensions and guided reading 
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/ 

 Literacy shed Vipers  
https://www.literacyshedblog.com/blog/reading-vipers 

 Claire Hubbard guided reading: 
https://www.hubbardconsultancylimited.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/
https://www.literacyshedblog.com/blog/reading-vipers
https://www.hubbardconsultancylimited.com/


 

Page 7 of 15   

Appendix 
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1   s, a, t, p Kit and Sam A... 

2 i, n, m, d It Is… A Tin Man 

3   g, o, c, k 
Kit and    
Sam Got… 

A Cat and Dog 

4 ck, e, u, r to, the Cats and Dogs! The Sock 

5 h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss no, go, I Let’s Go Tim and Ben 

6 Level 2 Revision Pop and Puff The Full Bus 

Le
vel 
2 

Week Sounds Tricky Words (Reading) Minibook Titles 

  Level 2 
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1   CVCC Words said, so he, she, we, me, be Felt and Wilf Let’s Camp! 

2   CCVC Words 
have, like,    
come, some 

was, you 
Trip to  
Everest 

Gran’s Trip 

3   
Adjacent  
Consonants 

were, there,    
little, one 

they, are, all 
The Camping  
Trip 

The Vest 

4   Polysyllabic Words  
do, when,    
out, what 

my, here The Storm 
A Trip to the  
Zoo 

Le
vel 
4 

Week Sounds 
Tricky Words  

Reading ) ( 
Tricky Words  

( ) Spelling 
Minibook Titles 

 Level 4 
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