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WHAT SHOULD I ALREADY 

KNOW? 

*I know that music can provoke emotion 
and bring people together. 

*I can identify the structure/parts of a song. 

*I know the terms; tempo, dynamics and 
melody. 

* I know some instruments used. 
 

VOCABULARY 

 Notation-  the link between sound and symbol.  

Improvise- to make up a tune and play it on the 

spot. 

Rhythm-  long and short sounds or patterns 

that happen over the pulse  

Hook- A term used in pop music to 

describe a short catchy phrase or 

riff that we can’t stop singing; the 

bit that ‘hooks’ us in; the main 

musical idea from a song that we 

remember. 

Riff-  short repeated phrase, often played 

on a lead instrument such as guitar, 

piano or saxophone. 
 
Other words you need to know: Unison, by ear, melody, 
pitch, pulse, composition, backing vocal, piano, bass, drums, 
organ, pulse, tempo, dynamics, texture structure, compose, 
melody, solo. 
  

 

STICKY KNOWLEDGE 

Soul and gospel music is a genre of music that is rooted in African American 
culture. The genre is characterized by its use of call and response, spirituals, and 
blues. Soul and gospel music has been a source of inspiration and empowerment 
for African Americans for centuries. 
Song info: Lean On Me is a soul song written by Bill Withers in 1972. The song has 
been covered and interpreted as a Gospel song because of its lyrics.    
Other key soul/gospel songs: 

● He Still Loves Me by Walter Williams and 

Beyoncé 

● Shackles by Mary Mary 

● Amazing Grace by Elvis Presley 

● Ode To Joy Symphony No 9 by Beethoven 

● Lean On Me by The ACM Gospel Choir 


